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Guide for HIST 4572 Paper 

•  Having an argument 

•  Primary/Secondary Sources 

•  Stylistic issues 

•  Citations & Footnotes 

The Argument 

•  Start off  with a question: 
–  Be as specific as possible 
–  Think in terms of: 

–  causation (X caused Y) 
–  processes (A can only be explained as a result of  B and C processes) 
–  avoid chronologies 

–  A question: 
– How did the establishment of  the railroad in British India affect the 

lives of  Indians? 
– What effect did the Jallianwala Bagh massacre of  1919 have on the 

Indian independence movement? 
– What were the sources of  the conflict in Punjab during partition? 

•  Start thinking of  an answer to your question; develop a 
thesis from there 

The answer to that question will form your thesis: 
•  The railroads created a vast infrastructure of  modern 

transportation in India that made the local people more mobile 
but it also created a class of  ‘rich’ and ‘poor’ Indians, and helped 
to foster more religious sensibilities. 

•  The Jallianwala Bagh massacre of  1919 led directly to Gandhi’s 
non-cooperation movement in the early 1920s and the 
mobilization, because also of  the Lucknow Pact, of  Hindus, 
Muslims, elites and lower classes as a united front. 

•  The sources of  conflict during partition in Punjab were not only 
between various religious groups (Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs), but 
also between classes, and over control of  agricultural land. 

Thesis statement should NOT 
have: 

•  Judgments (moral or otherwise)  
•  “The British were mean people.” 

•  Overly broad arguments: 
–  “Gandhi was one of  the most influential figures in history 

and he changed the entire course of  history in the twentieth 
century.” 

–  “Hindus are very spiritual people.” 

BE SPECIFIC. Think about a specific aspect of  YOUR 
SOURCES.  



4/20/12 

2 

Primary Sources 

•  Must use three different primary sources, but can use 
more. 
–  Make sure you know what a primary source is! 

•  Think carefully about how important / influential /
relevant the primary sources are to your question 

•  Places to get primary sources 
– see course website 
– Sources of  Indian Tradition, Vol. 2 
–  those assigned for various class sessions 

•  make sure primary sources are relevant to your topic! 
•  make sure you use them to support your argument 

Secondary Sources 
•  Need use at least six of  them in your paper 

–  academic books, academic journals 
•  they must have been published after 1960! 

–  no blogs, random websites, rants, message boards 
•  if  you’re not sure, ask me 

•  Your textbooks (Ludden; Metcalf  and Metcalf) may be used as secondary 
sources 

•  When to use them in paper: 
•  To give source for background information 

•  “In the late 19th century, Hindus and Muslims in India began to clash 
over religious issues.” 

•  To provide background information on primary source 
•  To source general claims about Indian history 
•  To clarify obscure terminology or ideas 

Organizing your Essay 

•  Introduction 
– Set up your topic  
– Thesis statement 

Paragraphs  

•  Begin each paragraph with a topic sentence 
•  like mini-thesis statements, or claims 
– Each paragraph should represent one point that 

supports your main argument  
– use evidence that adds depth to your one point 
– use evidence that furthers your overall argument 

– Ask yourself: What is this paragraph doing? 
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Conclusion 

•  Short and sweet 
•  Sum up your argument again 
•  Danger: is a clearer or more sophisticated thesis 

statement buried in your conclusion? 
– Advice: 

•  Take it out  
•  Rework it if  you need to  
•  And put it in the introductory paragraph 

Stylistic Stuff  

•  NO CONTRACTIONS! 
– Can’t = cannot 
–  It’s = it is 
–  Its = possessive 
– Didn’t = did not 

Tenses & Punctuation 

•  Use past tense! 
– No conditional (“would”) 
– No present tense (!) 

•  Punctuation in Quotes:  
– Punctuation MUST be placed before quote marks: 

•  “This is how you quote a sentence.” 
•  “Not like this”. 
•  Do not use stand-alone quotes. 

•  Lord Mountbatten was responsible for the final partition of  
Punjab. “I think that Punjab must be divided in half.” 

•  Lord Mountbatten, who was responsible for the final partition of  
Punjab, argued that, “Punjab must be divided in half.” 

Quotes & Quoting 
•  Primary source quotes: 

– Use only when needed, not just to fill up space 
– Does this quote reveal something particular that 

can’t be captured through paraphrasing? 
–  If  you insert a quote, analyze it!!! 
– Don’t quote anything if  it’s over 3-4 sentences long. 

•  Secondary source quotes 
– avoid quoting 
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Footnotes 
•  Review the citation links on the links on the course website! 

–  ARTICLE: 
–  Jane Doe, “Zombies versus Vampires,” Journal of  the Good Looking 

Vampires 6 (2010): 7-22. 
–  BOOK: 

–  Asif  Siddiqi, Wow, I Wrote A Book (New York: Fordham University 
Press, 2010), 9-11. 

–  ON-LINE ARTICLE 
–  Jane Doe, “Zombies versus Vampires,” Journal of  the Good Looking 

Vampires 6 (2010), 
h"p://jama.ama‐assn.org/issues/v287n5/rfull/
joc10108.html#aainfo. 

–  ON-LINE BOOK 
–  Jane Doe, Wow, I Wrote A Book (New York: Fordham University Press, 

2010), h"p://press‐pubs.uchicago.edu/founders/. 

If  you have to cite something a 
second time…. 

JOURNAL ARTICLE: 
Doe, “Zombies versus Vampires,”10. 

BOOK: 
 Doe, Wow, I Wrote A Book, 38-40. 

General tips (cont.) 

•  Avoid obvious arguments 
– Ask yourself: Is my thesis merely describing the 

obvious? 
– Am I merely reiterating another author’s argument? 

•  Avoid passive voice 
– “The bomb was dropped on Hiroshima.” 
– “This class was taken by me.” 

General tips  

•  Have an argument! 
•  Revise your papers! 
•  If  you have doubts about your English writing, 

go to the Writing Center on the 5th Floor of  
Dealy and have them go over your entire paper 


