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ernment of pro-German orientation as a counterpart to the democratic or Kadet-

of the guillotine, a year later, after months of fighting civi g
) : el _ ) g A g ing civil war and peas ;
Octobrist government in the East [Siberia] with a pro-Allied orientation. . . ' ) fighting peasant resistance fo grain

requisitioning, Lenin wrote of mass executions—uwithout trials—of class enemies.

Greetings to all friends,

your

L. Martov
11 August 1918

To Penza
To Comrades Kuraev, Bosh, Minkin, and other Penza Communists

Translated in Vladimir N. Brovkin (ed. and trans.), Dear Comrades: Menshevik Reports on the Bolshevik Rev-

olution and Civil War (Stanford, CA: Hoover Institution Press, 1991), pp. 96—-103.
Comrades! The uprising of the five kulak districts should be mercilessly sup-

: ressed. The interests of i ' . : ~
Lenin’s Letter to V. V. Kuraev, E. B. Bosh, I;Sive W i lﬁli eptlredrevolut1on requlllre this, because now “the last de-
Lo aKs 1s under way everywhere. One must give an

and A. E. Minkin g example.

August 11, 1918 1. Hang (hang without fail, so the people see) no fewer than one hundred

known kulaks, rich men, bloodsuckers.

This letter to three local Bolsheviks in Penza was discovered by tesearchers in a closed fund 2. Publish their names.

of Leniniana in the archive of the Communist party and only published after the fall of the
Soviet Union. Though at times, particularly in the first months of the revolution, many Bol-
sheviks were wary of using political terror against their opponents, Lenin, Trotsky, and Dzer-
zinskii in particular were among those who believed that violence against enemies of and in-
surgents against Soviet power was essential in the current civil war. A little over a month after
coming to power, Lenin told the Central Executive Committee of Soviets:

3. Take from them all the grain.

4. Designate hostages—as per yesterday’s telegram.

Do it in such a way that for hundreds of versts® around, the people will see, tremble
know, shout: they are strangling and will strangle to death the bloodsucker kulaksj
Telegraph receipt and implementation.

We are reproached for persecuting the Kadet party. But one cannot distinguish be- Yours, Lenin

tween class struggle and [the struggle against] political opponent[s]. When it is said
that the Kadet party is not a strong force, this misrepresents the facts. The Kadet
Central Committee is the political staff of the bourgeoisie. The Kadets have ab-
sorbed all the possessing classes; elements to the right of the Kadets have merged
with them and support them. .

When a revolutionary class is waging war against the possessing classes that re-
sist it, then it must suppress this resistance; and we shall suppress the possessors’ re-
sistance by all the methods which they used to suppress the proletariat; other meth-
ods have not yet been invented.

The bourgeoisie is using its capital to organize counter-revolution and to this
there can be but one reply: prison! That is how [the Jacobins] acted in the great
French Revolution: they declared the bourgeois parties outside the law.”

granslated in Richard Pipes (ed.)., The Unknown Lenin: From the Secret Archive, with the assistance of David
r;gdenberger, trans. by Catherine Fitzpatrick (New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 1996)
p-ob. ’
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Lev Trotskii, “Report on the Red Army” to the

First Congress of the Communist International
March 2, 1919

Initially the Bolsheviks created a democratic army, voluntary, loyal to the soviets, largely made
up of |.mrk<.rrs who elected their officers. With the dissolution of the Imperial Army the Red
Guard filled this bill and, in January 1918, became the nucleus of the new Red Army, But
{i-’f‘l(’f? in March 1918, Lev Trotsky became People’s Commissar of War, he began implement-
ing new principles of military organization. Against the resistance of those :fedf'mwd to the

Trotsky went even further:

There is nothing immoral in the proletariat finishing off a class that is collaps-
ing: that is its vight. You [the Left SRs] wax indignant at the naked terror which

we are applying against our class enemies, but let me tell you that in one month’s
time at the most it will assume more frightful [groznye] forms, modeled on the ter-
ror of the great French revolutionaries. Not the fortress but the guillotine will await

our enemies.

Whereas at the end of 1917, Lenin spoke of prison for political opponents and Trotsky spoke

1. John L. H. Keep (trans. and ed.), The Debate on Soviet Power: Minutes of the All-Russian Central Executive

Committee of Soviets, Second Convocation, October 1917-January 1918 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1979), pp.
174-176.

2. Thid., pp. 177-178.

idea of a voluntary army, Trotsky pushed for a conscripted, professionally trained army that
employed former Imperial officers. To assure loyalty of the old officers, political commissars were
t0 be attached, as agents of the soviets, to army units, and gr'm,:n power over the formerly ded-
sive soldiers” committees,

This radical reorganization of a “socialist” army into a professional force took the better
part of a year to achieve. Trotsky presented himself as the defender of officers’ rights, and given
the widespread distyust of the old officers, particularly ar tht_?_f'rom, r}w Commissar of War be-

3. A verst (versta) is a Russian measurement of distance equal to 3,500 feet,





